EBOLA INFORMATION PACKAGE

What is Ebola?

Ebola (Ebola virus diseases – EVD) is an acute and infectious hemorrhagic disease. The first symptoms, including fever, sore throat, muscle pain and headache, typically develop between day 2 and day 21 following the infection. Subsequently, they are followed by rash, diarrhoea, vomiting, and symptoms of impaired kidney and liver function and, in some cases internal and external bleeding.

Ebola virus can be transmitted via direct contact with an infected person’s body fluids such as blood or secretions, as well as with surfaces and materials contaminated with these fluids. The World Health Organisation (WHO) estimates the average Ebola death rate at around 50 per cent; individual case fatality rates recorded in the past outbreaks have varied from 25 to 90 per cent.

Current outbreak

The current Ebola outbreak in West Africa is the worst Ebola epidemic ever recorded, having already claimed over 4 900 deaths. Overall, more than 10,000 cases of infection have been reported by 25 October.  The WHO has declared the epidemic a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC). 
The disease continues to spread rapidly in three most affected countries – Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia. Most recently, first Ebola victim has been confirmed in Mali.  Initial cases have also been reported outside Africa: four in the USA (Dallas and more recently New York) and one in Spain. Nigeria and Senegal have been declared free of virus by the WHO.  
In addition to massive loss of lives, the current Ebola crisis will also have critical secondary impact on affected countries, especially with regards to food security, as well as in terms of political and economic stability and public order. 
EU response
Since March 2014, the European Commission and the EU Member States have jointly mobilised over 900 million EUR to counter the Ebola crisis. 
The assistance addresses some of the most urgent humanitarian needs and is channelled through partner organisations present on the ground, including Médecins Sans Frontières, the WHO and the International Federation of the Red Cross and red Crescent (IFRC). 
Upon request from the WHO, the EU Civil Protection Mechanism has been activated to provide coordinate assistance through the Emergency Response and Coordination Centre (ERCC) which also monitors the situation on the ground and facilitates information-sharing.
On 23 October, the EU has appointed the incoming Humanitarian Relief and Crisis Management Commissioner Christos Stylianides as an EU Ebola Coordinator to strengthen the EU response. 
Useful links
WHO Factsheet on Ebola: 
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs103/en/ 
Global Ebola Response: 
http://www.un.org/ebolaresponse/#&panel1-1
European Commission DG Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection: http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/ebola-in-west-africa 
European Commission DG Health & Consumer Affairs: http://ec.europa.eu/health/ebola/index_en.htm 
V4 countries’ contribution
· The Czech Republic has supported the fight against Ebola in Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone with financial aid amounting to CZK 3 million. 
· Hungary has provided in-kind humanitarian assistance comprising rubber boots, disposable gloves, protective eyewear, protective gown, disposable protective clothing sets and packs of nutrition bars. 
· Poland has provided financial aid worth €100,000 to affected countries, additional €125,000 were delivered through the WHO. 
· Slovakia has contributed €15,000 in financial aid and €90,000 worth in-kind humanitarian assistance comprising equipment for field hospitals: tents, field beds, blankets, towels, generators, lighting sets, 6ield washbasins, field toilets and wooden pallets.  

Information for volunteers 

Situation on the ground remains critical and requires immediate mobilisation of additional international heath staff. According to the EU Ebola Coordinator Christos Stylianides, at least 40,000 volunteers are urgently needed, out of which 2,000 to 3,000 should come from the West. 

Similarly, organisations working on the ground are mobilising international health staff willing to be deployed to the region. For more information, see:
United Nations Volunteers
International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
Doctors without Borders United Kingdom 

