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Novi Sad/Bratislava, 7 August 2007

P R E S S   R E L E A S E

SERBIAN STUDENTS AND NGOs WELCOME TO APPLY 

FOR THE VISEGRAD FUND GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
International Visegrad Fund (IVF) in cooperation with the Provincial Department of Education and Culture of the Executive Council of AP Vojvodina and the University of Novi Sad will finance a number of applicants from Serbia for grant and scholarship programmes. This is what Ambassador Kristóf Forrai, the Executive Director of IVF and  René Kubášek, the IVF’s Deputy Executive Director, said at the press conference held on 7 August 2007 at the  Executive Council of AP Vojvodina in Novi Sad. The Provincial Secretary for Education and Culture Dr Jeges Zoltan organized the press conference in regard to the meeting he had earlier that day with the representatives of the Fund and the University of Novi Sad. 

According to the IVF representatives, students from Vojvodina can apply for 1- or 2-semester scholarships within the In-Coming Scholarship Programme for Master and other post-graduate studies at all universities in the Visegrad Group countries (the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia). International Visegrad Fund will also finance students from the Visegrad Group countries who wish to study in Serbia, e.g. in Vojvodina (Out-going Scholarship Programme). The deadline for all applications for the school year 2008/2009 is 31 January 2008. 
It was also stated at the press conference that the IVF representatives will hold a presentation of its programmes for non-government organizations in Vojvodina later that day. 

NGOs from Serbia can apply for International Visegrad Fund grants. Project financing is conditioned by the fact that NGOs shall have at least two co-organizing partners from the Visegrad Group countries, though they are encouraged to have partners from all four countries. 
“These iniciatives will strenghten ties between the civil societies in Serbia and Visegrad countries and contribute to the closer cooperation within the civil sector,” Kristóf Forrai said. 

International Visegrad Fund is the only regional association of Central European countries, i.e. the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia. It was founded in 2001 and is based in Bratislava. 
The purpose of the Fund is to promote development of closer cooperation among the V4 countries and especially with neighboring countries through supporting common cultural, scientific and educational projects, exchanges between young people, cross-border cooperation and tourism promotion.
SCHOLARSHIPS:
Total amount for students (In-Coming Programme): 

     €2,500/semester
Total amount for host universities in Serbia (Out-Going Programme)  €1,500/semester
More information: 
http://www.scholarships.visegradfund.org/ 

________________________________________________________________________

GRANTS:
	Types of grants
	Time frame
	Fund contribution
	Financial contribution of te total project costs:

	Small Grants
	6 mths
	up to  € 4,000
	50%

	Standard Grants
	12 mths
	more than € 4,001
	50%

	Strategic Grants
	12 – 36 mths
	usually about 
€ 40,000 – 200,000
	50%


More infomation: 
http://www.visegradfund.org/grants.html 

Contact:


	International Visegrad Fund

	Kráľovské údolie 8

	SK-811 02 Bratislava

	Slovačka


	Tel.: 
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